January 4, 2026

Board of Commissioners, Columbia County
Columbia County Land Development Services
Attn: Planning 
230 Strand Street
St. Helens, OR 97051

Re: NEXT Renewable Fuels Local Land Use Permits

Dear Columbia County Commissioners:

I am a long-time resident of Columbia County and serve with various organizations around our communities. I’m deeply invested in the success of our county and urge the Columbia County Commission to approves NEXT Renewable Fuel’s two remaining land use permits. 

The NXT facility will be the backbone of green fuels production in Oregon and a major contributor of much-needed tax revenue in Columbia County. NEXT will create more than 3,500 green jobs during construction and more than 240 jobs during construction. This is particularly important because as of today, more than 70 percent of our county’s working population are leaving Columbia County for work. We need to encourage responsible economic development, like NEXT, so that our neighbors have the option to work local, which leads to additional local spending, more time with families, and higher investment in local community giving and participation.

As it pertains to the land use permits, NEXT has redesigned their branch rail line to conform to both County regulations and to the recommendations from the Oregon Land Use Board of Appeals in their 2023 decision. The new design eliminates entirely the five siding tracks originally approved in the PA-80 zone and reduces the number of siding tracks between the main facility and Hermo Road from five down to two. The only remaining rail improvement on agricultural land will be approximately ¼ mile, meaning that there will be little, or no, impact on PA-80 zoned land. But it is still important to emphasize that rail development is an allowable use on PA-80 zoned land. 

NEXT continues to demonstrate they can conform to local and state regulations, and I hope you will approve their permits without delay.

Thank you,



Aimee Thompson
Rainier, OR
